The crumpled-ear deformity.
The common characteristics of the crumpled-ear deformity, the steps for surgical correction, and the authors' experience are described in this article. Commonly, the ear has a folded-over appearance; a normal length and width when unfurled; and wrinkling of the skin and cartilage of the helical rim, scapha, antihelix, and concha. Principles of correction of this deformity include (1) superficial scoring of the concave segments of the cartilage to open the wrinkled segments, (2) creating the antihelical fold by a mattress-suture technique, (3) repositioning of the helical rim, and (4) repositioning of the prominent ear lobe, if present. A total of 12 crumpled ears were evaluated in six patients, three of whom underwent surgery during their teenage years. No complications have been observed. A new classification of an ear deformity has been proposed based on morphology that to the authors' knowledge has not been described in the literature. Identification of the common features of the deformity allows for precise correction using already well-defined techniques.